GEORGE THE THIRD
to serve their country; and consequently when his fourth boy,
Edward, was seventeen he was sent out to Germany to train as a
soldier. But German methods, excellent though they were,
would never be tolerated in the British Army; and when the
young Prince, who was a highly efficient officer in every way,
resorted to them to restore discipline in British regiments there
was a great outcry against his harshness and cruelty. Even his
father was greatly put out by the tales which were told [and in
telling grossly exaggerated] of his son's attempt to lick his regi-
ment—the Royal Fusiliers—into shape; and he readily agreed to
the suggestion of the Government that the young man must be
transferred from * the Rock ' to Canada in 1791.
The Prince was associated with Canada for nearly ten years;
and he did much to enliven the dullness of colonial Society.
Edward was never a dissolute man: he was far too dignified even
to get drunk with his brother officers in Mess; and the life which
he lived with his mistress—Madame de St Laurent—was a model
of domestic felicity. His bravery in action [he fought for a year
in the West Indies] won him the thanks of Parliament; and
gladdened his father's heart. His strict code of discipline, however,
was his undoing: although in 1802 he was appointed the
Governor-General of Gibraltar the Government was compelled
to recall him in the following year as a result of a mutiny which
had broken out among the regiments at * the Rock.' Edward,
who had now been created Duke of Kent, believed that his
brother Frederick was responsible for his disgrace: he was
Commander-in-Chief, and had he so wished could have kept
him at ' the Rock ?; and the quarrel which ensued between
the two brothers not unnaturally had its reactions upon the
parents. There was, for example, more than a suspicion that
Edward had had a hand in framing the charges brought against
Frederick during the * Duke and Darling' revelations of 1809.
The c family' always thought that Edward took himself far too
seriously; but he was always very attentive to his father's wishes;
and curiously enough the old King even allowed him to bring
* Madame * to Court.
The most brilliant—and certainly the best hated—of the King's
sons was Ernest, who became Duke of Cumberland in 1799. He
had fought with great distinction in the Low Countries; and the
terrible wound which he had sustained in the left side of his face
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